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CDC & Florida DOH Attribution

“Funding for this conference was made possible (in part) by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. The views expressed in written conference
materials or publications and by speakers and moderators do not
necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and
Human Services, nor does the mention of trade names, commercial
practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the US Government.”

FCDS would also like to acknowledge the Florida Department of Health for
its support of the Florida Cancer Data System, including the development,
printing and distribution of materials for the 2019 FCDS Annual Conference
and the 2019-2020 FCDS Webcast Series under state contract CODJU. The
findings and conclusions in this series are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily represent the official position of the Florida Department of
Health.
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Presentation Outline
• Updates to Manuals, Instructions, Rules, Guidelines, Codes, etc.
• Keeping Up with the Latest Updates to Manuals, Instructions, etc.
• Where to Find the Latest Updates to Manuals, Instructions, etc.
• How to Find and Navigate Websites for Updated Resources
• Which Standard Setting Organization Houses Which Standards
• FCDS Deadline for 2018 Case Reporting – 3/31/2020
• FCDS Deadline for 2019 Case Reporting – TBD 
• 2019-2010 Education and Training Plan and Available Resources
• FCDS Policy Change – FCDS Will No Longer Accept Blank Dx Date

• You MUST Estimate Date of Initial Diagnosis for ALL Cases – analytic, non-analytic, historical only
• Admission Date CAN NO LONGER USED AS A PROXY DX DATE
• Guidelines will be available in the July 2019 FCDS Memo
• Guidelines will be available in the 2019 FCDS DAM

• 2019 FCDS Casefind List – New ICD-10-CM Diagnosis Codes – 10/1/2018
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Everything has been Updated 
• SEER*Rx

• FLccSC Updates

• 2019 Case Find List

• FCDS EDITS Metafile

• Grade Coding Manual

• SEER Summary Stage 2018

• SEER 2019 Solid Tumor Rules

• ICD-O-3 Update Clarifications

• Site Specific Data Items Manual

• SEER Registrar Staging Assistant

• SEER Site/Histology Validation Table

• AJCC Site/Histology Schema ID Tables

• SS2018 and 2018 EOD Schema ID Tables

• AJCC Cancer Staging Manual – 3rd printing

• SEER Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Database

• CoC Accreditation – Cancer Program Standards - 2019

• CTR Guide to Coding Radiation Therapy Treatment in STORE 4



Required Manuals 
The short list with revision dates and Links



Finding the resource you need 
FCDS References and Resources



Finding the resource you need
NCRA JRM - Winter 2018 – Registry Resources



Finding the resource you need
NCRA JRM - Winter 2018 – Registry Resources



https://seer.cancer.gov/
• 2018 and 2019 and 2020 Casefinding Lists – differences

• Updated Every Year with New ICD-10-CM Codes – 10/1/annual
• Hematopoietic Database & Manual – Myeloid/Lymphoid Neoplasms
• ICD-O-3 Coding Materials

• NEW 2018> Histology Codes – 1/1/2018
• ICD-O-3 SEER Site/Histology Validation Table – 6/18/2019

• 2018 Solid Tumor Rules – MP/H Rules
• 2019 Revision to 2018 Solid Tumor Rules – MP/H Rules
• SEER*Rx Database – Updated Monthly
• Glossary for Registrars
• SEER Registrar Staging Assistant (SEER*RSA)
• SEER Summary Stage 2018 Manual
• SEER Basic Abstractor Training Website
• SEER*Educate - SEER Education Portal
• SEER Inquiry System (SINQ)

https://seer.cancer.gov/


https://seer.cancer.gov/
Solid Tumor Rules - Revision History

1. 6/25/2018
2. 6/28/2018
3. 7/3/2018
4. 7/19/2018
5. 7/31/2018
6. 8/2/2018
7. 8/8/2018
8. 8/13/2018
9. 8/16/2018
10. 8/20/2018
11. 8/23/2018
12. 9/11/2018
13. 10/12/2018
14. January 2019
15. July 2019

https://seer.cancer.gov/


https://www.naaccr.org/
• Primarily Used by Central Registries like FCDS

• Central Registry Data Collection & Operations Standards
• NAACCR Volume II – Data Standards & Data Dictionary
• Annual Report to the Nation on the Status of Cancer
• Research Tools

• Facility Registrar References & Resources
• NAACCR Education & Training Calendar
• 2018 SSDI Manual 
• 2018 Grade Manual
• Cancer Schema Search

https://www.naaccr.org/


https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/cancer

• STORE Manual – Standards for Oncology Registry Entry
• CTR Guide to Coding Radiation Therapy Treatment in STORE
• 2016 Cancer Program Standards for Accreditation 
• SAR – Survey Application Record / Documentation
• RQRS Reporting – Rapid Quality Reporting System
• NCDB Reporting – National Cancer Data Base
• Information on NAPBC and NAPRC
• Find a CoC-Accredited Program
• CAnswer and Limited Registrar Education & Training Resources

https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/cancer


https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/welcome.shtml

• 2018 FCDS Data Acquisition Manual – includes all Florida State 
Cancer Reporting Laws and Requirements PLUS abstracting & coding 
instructions for Florida Cases.

• FCDS EDITS Metafile – always check the metafile date
• FCDS Profile Modification Form – also in FCDS DAM
• FCDS IDEA – Internet Data Entry/Abstract Submission Portal
• FCDS Annual Reports and FCDS Monograph Reports
• FCDS Data Request and DREAMS Portal
• Florida Zip Code to County to Florida City Tables
• FCDS Memo and Other Publications
• FCDS Staff Contacts (email and phone numbers)
• Links to Other State Registries, Federal Programs and More

https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/welcome.shtml


https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/flccsc.shtml

• FCDS Abstractor Code Test – 2018 Standards
• FCDS Abstracting Basics Course – ABC Course – being updated to 

the 2018 Standards now they are ‘stable’
• FCDS Annual Webcast Series and CEU Quiz
• NAACCR Webinars and CEU Test – Coming Soon
• FCDS Staff Training Course – Coming Soon
• Miscellaneous Courses as Available
• Other State FLccSC Portals will help grow our content base as they 

begin to share materials with FCDS and other states.  This will grow 
the content very quickly, soon.

https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/flccsc.shtml


https://cancerstaging.org

• AJCC Cancer Staging System – All Editions
• AJCC Cancer Staging Manual, 8th ed. Ordering
• Replacement Chapters and Pages for AJCC 8th ed.
• Histology & Topography - AJCC 8th ed. 108 Stage Schemas
• Cancer Staging Forms and Other Supplements for 8th ed.
• 2018 Training on AJCC Cancer Staging Manual, 8th ed.
• 2016 Training on AJCC Cancer Staging Manual, 7th ed.
• Collaborative Stage Data Collection System

https://cancerstaging.org/


https://www.cap.org/protocols-and-guidelines

• Cancer Reporting Tools
• Cancer Reporting Protocols by Cancer Site and/or Type
• Biomarker Reporting Protocols by Cancer Site and/or Type
• Synoptic Reporting
• CAP electronic Cancer Checklists (CAP eCC)
• CAP electronic Forms and Reporting Module (CAP eFRM)

https://www.cap.org/protocols-and-guidelines


http://www.cancer.gov and http://nccn.org
and  http://www.cancer.org

• These are each excellent cancer information resources.
• National Cancer Institute @ National Institutes of Health

• The Premier Resource for Adult/Pediatric Cancer Information including 
PDQ

• Cancer Types A-Z // Research Clinical Trials Information // NCI Drug 
Dictionary

• National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN)
• NCCN Guidelines for Detection, Prevention & Risk Reduction
• NCCN Guidelines for Treatment of Cancer by Site
• NCCN Guidelines for Patients
• NCCN Biomarkers Compendium
• NCCN Imaging Compendium

• American Cancer Society
• REVISED BOOK – ACS Principles of Oncology – highly recommended
• Cancer Basics and Cancer A-Z
• Annual Cancer Facts and Figures and Specialty Facts and Figures

http://www.cancer.gov/
http://nccn.org/
http://www.cancer.org/


http://www.ncra-usa.org
• Professional Organization Site
• Becoming a Cancer Registrar – Becoming a CTR
• NCRA Annual Conference Information & Registration
• Education - http://www.cancerregistryeducation.org/

• CTR Prep Course and CTR Prep Publications and CTR Exam Resources
• NCRA Mentoring Program & NCRA Independent Clinical Advisor 

Program
• Continuing Education Opportunities 

• NCRA Webcasts
• NCRA Learning Modules

• Registry Resources including Informational Abstracts for Text Required
• CEU Approved Programs and CEU Submissions Portal

• Registry Resources – National Version of FCDS Registry 
Resources

http://www.ncra-usa.org/
http://www.cancerregistryeducation.org/


Resources for New Abstractor Training:
• NCRA Recognized/Accredited Cancer Certificate and/or Degree Programs
• CoC has limited Training for Registrars – primarily instructional manuals and accreditation standards
• 2018 SEER Site-Specific Modules and Self-Instructional Training - https://seer.cancer.gov/training/
• 2018 SEER Tools – SEER*Rx, SEER*Heme Rules and Database, SEER*RSA, SEER Solid Tumor Rules, Casefinding Lists
• SEER*Educate - https://educate.fredhutch.org/LandingPage.aspx
• 2018 FCDS Data Acquisition Manual - https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/downloads.shtml
• 2018 FCDS Webcast Series - https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/educationtraining.shtml
• 2018 NAACCR Webinar Series - https://fcds.med.miami.edu/scripts/naaccr_webinar.pl
• 2019 NAACCR CTR Exam Prep and Review Webinar Series
• American Cancer Society has cancer-specific educational materials in their Cancer A-Z Series -

https://www.cancer.org/cancer.html
• National Cancer Institute has a TON of information – start here with the About Cancer Series – then go to specific cancer types 

to reinforce topics and concepts - https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer
• AJCC has basic AJCC TNM Training – we won’t teach this, anyway – https://cancerstaging.org/
• NCRA offers basic courses, webinars, and CTR Exam Prep – http://www.ncra-usa.org
• NCRA also hosts ways to become a cancer registrar and becoming a CTR – http://www.cancerregistryeducation.org/become-

a-cancer-registrar/
• Registry Software Vendors also provide training on their products and sometimes on cancer registration
• Finding a Mentor thru NCRA or FCRA may be another avenue – but, all of the above are useful resources for 

education/training 19

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseer.cancer.gov%2Ftraining%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715432589&sdata=nKOT1DL3eZH%2FroPNwzwP7hKLV4i7a4VOl%2Flf%2FXAAkXw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducate.fredhutch.org%2FLandingPage.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715432589&sdata=hSfEq8VO3IvJjelqlR7BjY8XBtVc%2BegaH6eKgOa%2BQYw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcds.med.miami.edu%2Finc%2Fdownloads.shtml&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715442594&sdata=FJ1gPCic711DggA5QRWTgeoeWc8yrzacZvN%2BQa75j8E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcds.med.miami.edu%2Finc%2Feducationtraining.shtml&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715452604&sdata=q4FSfT6yzvLbgIdltH1fglptHAjGnO0jDWmkMOusucQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcds.med.miami.edu%2Fscripts%2Fnaaccr_webinar.pl&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715452604&sdata=fP4t0ZZ30scad4cAZk%2FRGUgt50EVYQhBHJ3FzBL6aNQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cancer.org%2Fcancer.html&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715462609&sdata=3zrlnDy1MOtuy7EnY0H3Lg4C%2FVQUxkw%2FMcMmPXXlgm0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cancer.gov%2Fabout-cancer&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715462609&sdata=CbxDSCIXzUnAeWF934V0jfOLLFvV46WwAjUWPde%2BTwU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcancerstaging.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715472618&sdata=c0RNQA29wuH56F0zVoF6obeB%2FxqCD5ZI9ez4PWtEcUY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncra-usa.org&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715472618&sdata=UiqE4ktRQLFssbxr%2BKROJX64Tl3T%2BaFCFRAI9px6Jsg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cancerregistryeducation.org%2Fbecome-a-cancer-registrar%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSPeace%40med.miami.edu%7Cbcb2186ac2184e674ee908d6c1d04c8f%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C636909497715482623&sdata=LehfiyRX1PAZ0NxJfAeGTYZbYh9e8MB9Nr50aFJ3AXI%3D&reserved=0
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FCDS & Central Registry Perspective on Changes
START SENDING FCDS YOUR 2018 CASES IMMEDIATELY

FCDS is currently 150,000 cases behind in receiving 2018 cases from Hospitals.

We only have until 2021 to get caught up with abstracting and processing before things change again…

The FCDS Abstractor Code Test, FCDS EDITS, and FCDS QC Reviews only go so far to check on proper use 
of new manuals, new instructions, new codes, overuse of NOS codes, or whether or not registrars are 

following all of the Florida Rules and Requirements.

Use CAUTION when hiring interim staff, contractors, or contract staffing agencies to help with backlogs.  
Agencies often use brand new CTRs who are not familiar with Florida Requirements particularly FCDS TEXT 

REQUIREMENTS WITH DATES and reporting of historical cancers, they often have limited training, and 
provide limited if any supervision or instruction on using new manuals/rules or data quality problems.

You are ultimately responsible to monitor their data quality, completeness, casefinding, not reportable 
cases for AHCA, etc.  If you do not keep an eye on their data quality – you will be making lots of 

corrections after they are gone.  Again, FCDS can only do so much to identify problems.



FCDS DEADLINE FOR ALL 2018 CASES
• 2018 All Cases Due on or before 3/31/2020 – not very far away
• 2019 All Cases Due on or before ********** – not yet determined
• Report All In-Patient and All Ambulatory Care Visits Meeting Criteria

• We miss over 10,000 cases annually that we do not find until AHCA
• AHCA cases are 2 years late and should have been reported 2 years ago.
• We have over 20,000 cases marked as ‘not reportable’ – are they?

• All 2018 Casefinding Completed – All Sources – DO NOT JUST CHECK ICD-10 CODES.
• All 2018 Cases Edited and Sent to FCDS – Cases Corrected/Forced
• No 2019 Cases Allowed until after 2018 is complete and certificate signed
• Remember that we will get a whole new round of changes in 2021.
• We don’t have a lot of time to catch up to a ‘normal’ reporting cycle – but, we must
• The US Congress and our State Legislatures will require us to catch up as soon as possible.
• State and National Reports Rely 100% on us completing our job in a timely fashion.
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FCDS Annual Meeting
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2019-2020 FCDS Webcast Schedule
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2019-2020 NAACCR Webinar 
Schedule

Date Time Presentation Title – Speakers including Jim Hofferkamp, CTR – NAACCR

10/3/2019 9:00am -
12:00pm Breast 2019 – Wilson Apollo, CTR, Radiation Therapist

11/7/2019 9:00am -
12:00pm Bladder and Kidney 2019 – Iris Chilton, CTR, Alberta Cancer Registry

12/5/2019 9:00am -
12:00pm Base of Tongue 2019 – Wilson Apollo, CTR Radiation Therapist

1/9/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm Prostate 2020 – Bobbi Matt, BS, CTR, State Health Registry of Iowa

2/6/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm SSDI’s an In-Depth Look – Jennifer Ruhl, Chair SSDI Work Group/NCI-SEER

3/5/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm Abstracting and Coding Boot Camp 2020 – Jim Hofferkamp, CTR

4/2/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm Melanoma 2020 – Denise Harrison, RHIT, CTR and Louanne Currence, BS, CTR

5/7/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm Central Nervous System 2020 – Denise Harrison, RHIT, CTR and Louanne Currence, BS, CTR

6/11/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm Esophagus 2020 – Tonya Bradenburg, CTR, Kentucky Cancer Registry & Jim H.

7/9/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm Navigating the 2020 Survey Application Record (SAR) Cynthia Boudereaux, LPN

8/6/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm Corpus Uteri 2020 - Denise Harrison, RHIT, CTR & Louanne Currence, BS, CTR

9/3/2020 9:00am -
12:00pm Coding Pitfalls 2020 – Janet Vogel, CTR, Himagine Solutions and Jim Hofferkamp, CTR NAACCR

24



NAACCR CTR Exam 
Prep & Review Webinar Series

• The NAACCR CTR Exam Preparation & Review Webinar Series offers
online instruction with experienced faculty. The course includes eight
2-hour sessions, sample CTR Exam and a follow-up post exam
session. All sessions are recorded and available for playback 24/7 via
Drop Box.

• Individual Subscription for the Series is $195 – includes “live” sessions

• FCDS picks up the $195 fee for any Florida candidate CTR
 This is NOT a Beginner Abstracting Course
 Candidate CTRs must be planning to write the CTR Exam
 Florida candidate CTRs must view recordings as part of agreement
 This allows you to watch each session whenever time allows
 All Course Materials including Sample CTR Exam are included
 Contact and Feedback from Course Instructors is included
 Next CTR Exam Prep and Review Series begins in mid-August

25



NAACCR CTR Exam Prep & Review Webinar Series
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*Dates Provided are “Live” Webinar Dates – Recordings will be available the following day.

Webinar Date* Time Topic

*08/27/2019 1:30pm -
3:30pm

Session 1: Introduction to the Exam Format;
Registry Operations and Management;
Central Registry Activities

*08/29/2019
1:30pm -
3:30pm Session 2: Data Collection: Casefinding, Abstracting, Coding; 

09/03/2019

1:30pm -
3:30pm

Session 3: Data Collection: ICD-O-3 Coding;
2018 Solid Tumor Rules
Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Neoplasm Coding

09/10/2019
1:30pm -
3:30pm

Session 4: Data Collection: 2018 STORE Manual
Anatomy & Physiology

09/17/2019
1:30pm -
3:30pm

Session 5: Data Quality Assurance;
Cancer Program Standards: Ensuring Patient-Centered Care 

09/24/2019
1:30pm -
3:30pm

Session 6: Analysis and Data Usage 
Follow Up, Survivorship & Outcomes

10/01/2019
1:30pm -
3:30pm

Session 7: Data Collection: Staging
AJCC 8th Edition (3rd Printing) & Summary Stage 2018

10/08/2019
1:30pm -
3:30pm Session 8: Timed Test; Overview; Test Taking Tips; Q&A

03/01/2019-03/23/2019 is the CTR Exam Testing Window
*We meet twice the first week



Other Registry Training and 
Cancer Information Resources

• NCRA Recognized/Accredited Cancer Certificate and/or Degree Programs

• 2018 SEER Site-Specific Modules and Self-Instructional Training - https://seer.cancer.gov/training/ 

• 2018 SEER Tools – SEER*Rx, SEER*Heme Rules and Database, SEER*RSA, SEER Solid Tumor Rules, Casefinding Lists

• SEER*Educate - https://educate.fredhutch.org/LandingPage.aspx 

• NEW - NAACCR Survey Course: Understanding Population-Basied Cancer Registries Course – free

• 2019-2020 NAACCR Webinar Series - https://fcds.med.miami.edu/scripts/naaccr_webinar.pl 

• 2019-2020 NAACCR CTR Exam Prep and Review Webinar Series

• 2019 FCDS Data Acquisition  Manual - https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/downloads.shtml 

• 2019-2020 FCDS Webcast Series - https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/educationtraining.shtml 

• CoC has LIMITED Training for Registrars

• AJCC has basic AJCC TNM Training – https://cancerstaging.org/ 

• American Cancer Society has cancer-specific educational materials in their Cancer A-Z Series - https://www.cancer.org/cancer.html 

• National Cancer Institute has a TON of information – About Cancer Series – Specific Cancer Types to reinforce topics and concepts, and PDR Summaries

• NCCN Guidelines and CAP Guidelines – for diagnosis, workup, testing, treatment, and follow-up

• NCRA offers basic courses, webinars, and CTR Exam Prep – http://www.ncra-usa.org 

• NCRA also hosts ways to become a cancer registrar and becoming a CTR – http://www.cancerregistryeducation.org/become-a-cancer-registrar/ 

• Registry Software Vendors also provide training on their products and sometimes on cancer registration

• FLccSC will soon have shared partner presentations and handout materials for all of us to use

• Finding a local or remote Professional Registry Mentor thru NCRA or FCRA
27



IMPORTANT FCDS POLICY CHANGE
• The Date of Diagnosis Changes will take place immediately - they are creating errors.

• FCDS has long recognized that medical record history and physical exams often 
include mention of a ‘history of cancer’ but provide little if any information regarding 
when or where the initial diagnosis or cancer or initial treatment occurred.  This is why 
for many years FCDS has allowed registrars to enter blanks, 9’s, or use the Date of 
Admission as a proxy for the Date of Initial Diagnosis when no information was 
available in the medical record.  This generally applied to non-analytic cases seen at 
your facility with current evidence of cancer and historical-only cases with no evidence 
of cancer reported to FCDS in the historical grid when a new cancer has been 
diagnosed (multiple primaries diagnosed over patient’s lifetime). 

• Without a valid year of diagnosis, the EDITS cannot determine which set of diagnosis 
year specific standards to apply which has led to complicated Florida-only rules for 
EDITS to point to which standards the EDITS must apply when trying to stage and 
grade cases (and the site-specific data items) and based on the Date of First Contact.  
Date of First Contact has proven not to be a very good proxy for Date of Diagnosis.
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IMPORTANT FCDS POLICY CHANGE
• FCDS Will No Longer Accept an Unknown or Blank Date of Diagnosis

• DO NOT USE ADMISSION DATE AS A PROXY DATE OF DIAGNOSIS
• You MUST Estimate Date of Initial Diagnosis for ALL Cases

• ALL Analytic – no excuse not to estimate a recent dx for cancer you are treating
• Non-analytic with Evidence of Recurrence/Progression
• Historical case - No Evidence of one Cancer BUT evidence of another cancer

• Guidelines will be available in the July 2019 FCDS Memo
• Guidelines will be available in the 2019 FCDS DAM
• You MUST Estimate Treatment Dates when you feel they are part of 1st Course TX

• Registrars MUST use every resource available at the reporting facility to 
determine the best date of diagnosis.  In the absence of an exact date of 
initial diagnosis, you MUST estimate at least the year of diagnosis using 
your best approximation from the information available in the record. 
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IMPORTANT FCDS POLICY CHANGE

• Often, the History and Physical or a Consultation Report will provide clues to aid 
in estimating a date of diagnosis.  Key words and phrases such as recently, a few 
months ago, or in the distant past can provide hints to when a patient was 
diagnosed without providing an exact year or date.  However, registrars can use 
these key words and phrases to guide them when determining a reasonable 
estimated date of diagnosis.  Admission Date is a terrible proxy date for First Dx.

• Some histories provide no clues at all as to when the patient was diagnosed with 
cancer.  These can be the most difficult cases to estimate a date of diagnosis.  

• Guidelines for estimating dates are provided below bearing in mind that the 
clues in the record should be used first and will always override the guidelines.  

• These are guidelines.  No specific rules exist or are available from any program.
30



IMPORTANT FCDS POLICY CHANGE
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2019 CLARIFICATION BIRADS4/BIRADS5

• Breast Imaging includes 2D/3D Mammography, MRI or other 
imaging technique with a diagnosis of BIRADS Category 4 
(suspicious for cancer) or BIRADS Category 5 (positive for cancer).  

• These are a “conditional exception” to Instruction 4 which states that 
you use the imaging date as date of first diagnosis as indicated.  

• A positive/suspicious mammogram alone should never be used to code the 
date of diagnosis.  

• A positive/suspicious mammogram date should be used as the date of 
diagnosis ONLY when the patient goes on to subsequently have a positive 
biopsy and/or resection that confirms the suspicious abnormality is in fact a 
malignancy. 
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2019 FCDS Casefind List – New Codes
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Final Note – Social Security Number
Now Up to 12% (22,000) of ALL Abstracts

• On April 1, 2019 the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
stopped using SSN for healthcare billing to the government.

• CMS has replaced the SSN with a new Medicare Billing ID or MBI.
• FCDS and the Florida Statutes for Cancer Reporting STILL REQUIRE all 

healthcare facilities reporting cancer to FCDS to report valid SSN.
• DO NOT SEND FCDS Computer-Generated SSN – they mess up matching 

algorithms and we get lots of manual reviews and mismatched records when 
the SSN is not even an SSN – matched or not.

• DOH has a new 2019 letter to make REGISTRAR ACCESS to SSN clear to 
administrators and IT professionals – SHOW IT TO THEM…BE BRAVE & DO IT.

• THIS INCLUDES ALL CONTRACTORS WORKING IN ANY FLORIDA FACILITY!!!
• FCDS will continue to monitor the use of 999-99-9999 and Computer-

Generated SSN where possible to keep track of increases in use until we have 
a better methodology to match patients and cancers not using SSN. 34
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